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TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  1442 
INFO  RUEHAD /AMEMBASSY  ABU  DHABI  PRIORITY  0461 
RUEHDS/AMEMBASSY  ADDIS  ABABA  PRIORITY  0769 
RUEHAK/AMEMBASSY  ANKARA  PRIORITY  3292 
RUEHTH/AMEMBASSY  ATHENS  PRIORITY  1884 
RUEHBJ/AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  PRIORITY  1324 
RUEHRL/AMEMBASSY  BERLIN  PRIORITY  1887 
RUEHEG/AMEMBASSY  CAIRO  PRIORITY  0419 
RUE HBY/ AMEMBASSY  CANBERRA  PRIORITY  0900 
RUEHCP/AMEMBASSY  COPENHAGEN  PRIORITY  0555 
RUEHDJ/AMEMBASSY  DJIBOUTI  PRIORITY  0272 
RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY  LONDON  PRIORITY  1549 
RUE  HMD / AMEMBAS  S Y MADRID  PRIORITY  1897 
RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY  MOSCOW  PRIORITY  4494 
RUEHMS/AMEMBASSY  MUSCAT  PRIORITY  0053 
RUE HNR / AMEMBAS S Y NAIROBI  PRIORITY  1569 
RUEHNE/AMEMBASSY  NEW  DELHI  PRIORITY  0835 
RUEHFR/ AMEMBASSY  PARIS  PRIORITY  2502 
RUE HRH / AMEMBAS S Y RIYADH  PRIORITY  0495 
RUEHYN/AMEMBASSY  SANAA  PRIORITY  0172 
RUEHUL/AMEMBASSY  SEOUL  PRIORITY  0535 
RUEHTC/AMEMBASSY  THE  HAGUE  PRIORITY  1392 
RUE HKO / AMEMBAS S Y TOKYO  PRIORITY  1972 
RUEHFL/AMCONSUL  FLORENCE  PRIORITY  3382 
RUEHMIL/AMCONSUL  MILAN  PRIORITY  9757 
RUEHNP/AMCONSUL  NAPLES  PRIORITY  3551 
RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  PRIORITY  0950 
RUEHBS/USEU  BRUSSELS  PRIORITY  4728 
RUE HNO/USMIS SION  USNATO  PRIORITY  2990 
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TAGS:  MARR  PREL  PGOV  EWWT  KCRM  PBTS  PHSA  PTER  IT 
SUBJECT:  ITALY:  SUPPORTS  PROPOSED  CONTACT  GROUP  ON  SOMALI 
PIRACY 


REF:  A.  A)  SECSTATE  1313 
IB.  B)  SECSTATE  1223 
1IC.  C)  08  ROME  1590 
ID.  D)  08  ROME  1670 

1.1.  (SBU)  Political  Military  Counselor  met  with  MFA  NATO 
Director  Massimo  Marotti  and  UN  Director  Natalia  Quintavalle 
on  January  8 to  extend  ref  A invitation  for  Italy  to 
participate  in  the  Contact  Group  on  Somali  Piracy  (CGSP)  and 
to  brief  them  on  the  agenda  and  topics  for  the  January  13-14 
meeting  (ref  b) . Marotti  and  Quintavalle  expressed  Italian 
appreciation  for  being  included  as  a founding  member  of  the 
group  and  Quintavalle  noted  that  Italy's  UN  mission  had  been 
following  the  formation  of  the  group  with  great  interest  and 
had  already  provided  the  MFA  with  detailed  information  on  the 
topics  and  the  communique.  Marotti  and  Quintavalle  signalled 
broad  Italian  agreement  on  the  key  issues  that  needed  to  be 
addressed  and  had  specific  questions  about  the  role  of  the 
observer  organizations  in  the  grouping  and  the  nature  and 
extent  of  UN  involvement. 

1.2.  (SBU)  Marotti  indicated  that  Italy  welcomed  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  innaugural  meeting  and 
would  brief  the  Minister's  office  on  the  proposal.  Because 
of  the  short  lead  time,  Italy's  UN  PermRep  Giulio  Terzi  will 
probably  be  the  senior  Italian  representative  at  the 
innaugural  meeting,  perhaps  reinforced  with  experts  from  Rome. 
SPOGLI 


